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And 


And when the Blood of thy Martyr Stephen 
was ſhed, I alſo was ſtanding by, and 
conſenting to his Death, and kept the 
 Raiment of them that flew him. 
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H E Oppoſition which the Chriſtian 
Religion met with, when it was 
A. firſt Planted upon Earth, was ſo far 
from hindering its taking Root, as was de- 
ſigned, that it made it grow more, and 
ſpread wider than otherwiſe it would have 
one. For the Apoſtles and Firſt Diſciples 
of Chriſt, being forced to flee from their 
Native Country, carried the Goſpel along 
with them, and Preached it whereſoever 
they came, with that undaunted Courage 
and Reſolution, with that invincible Pati- 
_ ence and Conſtancy, that their very Ene- 
mies could not but admire it; and acknow- , 
ledge that they could, never have. done and 
ſuffered fo much as they did; without: ex; 
traordinary and ſupernatural Aſſiſtance from 
God himſelf: Who gave ſufficient Teſtimony 
to the Truth of what they taught, by ena- 
bling them not only to work Miracles the 
, ..& 3 the 
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the Confirmation of it, but to Seal it too 


with their own Blood: As both the Apoſtles 
and many other Diſciples did · Which were 
therefore called Martyrs, that is, Witneſſes 


for Chriſt, and his Coſpel, becauſe they had 


atteſted the Truth and Certainty of what 


he had there taught in the higheſt manner 


that Creatures could do it, even by laying 
down their Lives in the Defence of it, 


Which was fo full an Evidence for the Ex- 


cellency of the Chriſtian Religion, that 
many were thereby brought over to the Em- 
bracement of it, and many who had before 
embraced it, were more fully Confirmed 
in it. 


Whherefore the Church, to ſhew her Gra- 


titude to thoſe who had done her ſuch emi- 
nent Service, and to encourage others to 
do the like, was wont to ſet apart thoſe 
Days on which they ſuffered every Year, 
whereon to keep up the Memory of it. For 


which End, ſhe appointed publick Notaries 
to obſerve and regiſter the ſeveral Paſſages 
that occurred in any of their Sufferings: 
which were publickly read in their Congre- 
gations, upon the Days Dedicated every 
Vear to their Memories, and therefore call- 
ed by St. O prian, and others Memoriæ Mar- 
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tyrum, as being the Days on which the Mar- 
tyrs were Commemorated. Which, by rea- 
on of the great Number of Martyrs, were 
ſo many at laſt, that there was ſcarce a Day 
in the Vear but ſome Martyr or other had 
Suffered, and therefore his Memory was 
TCelebrated upon it. fu V. 
Nov our Church for many Reaſons hath 
in a great Meaſure laid aſide this Cuſtom, ob- 
ſerving no other Martyrs Days, but only thoſe = 
on which the Holy Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, 
and ſuch as are recorded by them, Suffered. | |} 
And as for all the reſt, whether Saints, Mar: 
tyrs, or Confeſſors, we Celebrate their Me- 
mories all together upon the Firſt Day of 
November, therefore called Afi-Saints Day. 
Only our Late Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 
King Charles the Firſt, having Suffered 
Death in our Days, for the ſake of Chriſt; 
and his Church, this Day on which he 
Suffered it, is ſer apart for the Anniverſary 
Commemoration of it, according to the 
foreſaid Practice and Uſage of the Primitive 
Church in the like Caſes. 
This therefore being the Reaſon of our 
Aſſembling here upon this Day, I have cho- 
ſen the Words which I have now read con- 
cerning the Firſt Martyr, St. Stephen, from 
| | whence, 


th. th. 8 - 
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wWhence; to Diſcourle briefly 


2 both of Mar- 
tyrdom in general, and of that in particu- 
lar which we this Day Celebrate. Which 
howſoever it may be at other times, cannot 


but be very ſeaſonable at this. 
The Occaſion of the Words was this; 
When St. Stephen was Stoned to Death for 
Preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt, the Wit- 
neſſes, which were always the. firſt that 
threw Stones at him whom they accuſed, 
| that they might do it more expeditiouſſy, 
= - put if their upper Garments, and laid them 
+ ata Young Man's Feet who ſtood by, whoſe 
Ad.. Name was Saul, who allo was conlentin 
1 to his Death; This Saul, otherwile called 
| Paul, being a ſtrict and zealous Phariſee, 
5 from that Time forward made great Havock 
of the Church, PFerſecuting all he could find 
that Believed in the Lord Jeſus. Till going 
to Damaſcus. for that Purpoſe, he was mira- 
culouſly converted by our Lord himſelf ap- 
pearing to him. After which he became as 
great a Preacher of the Goſpel, as he had been 
efore a Perſecutor. And being come back 
to Hieruſalem, while he was Praying in the 
Temple, he fell into a Trance, and ſaw our 
Lord again coming to him, and ſaying, 
. Make haſte, and get thee quickly out of Hie. 
W_ | ruſalem, 


* * * — - 
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ruſalem, for they will not receive thy Teſti- 
mony concerning me ; which Words were no 
ſooner {poken by our Lord, but Saul preſent- 
ly called his former Sins to Remembrance, 
and made an humble Confeſſion of them to 
him. Firſt in general, ſaying, Lord, they 4&2. 
know that I impriſoned and beat in every Sy. 
nagogue them that believed on thee; and then 
the particular Sin that he was guilty of as to 
the Matter of St. Stephen, And when the 
blood, ſaith he, of thy Martyr Stephen was 
ſhed, T alſo was ſtanding by, and conſenting 
to bs Death, and kept the Rament of them 
that ſlew Bim. Where he confeſſeth himſelf 
to have been acceſſory to that horrid Sin, 
and reckoneth up the ſeveral Circumſtances 
that made him 10. or 
That I may adjuſt therefore my Diſcourſe 
both to my Text, and to the Occaſion of 
our preſent Meeting together, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to Conſider, what it is properly to 
be a Martyr, ſuch as St. _— was, and 
how it appears that King Charles the Firſt 
was {uch a one: And then it will be eaſie to 
ſhew how this Day is to be kept in Memo- 
ry of him. 
There are Two Things to be Conſidered 
in a Martyr, the Caule for which he * 
an 


ͤ— N 


and what he Suffers for that Cauſe. For al- 
though, according to St. Auguſtme's Obler- 
vation, it is not the Suffering but the Cauſe 
that makes the Martyr, yet ſeeing no Man 
can be made a Martyr, without Suffering, 
that muſt be Conſidered as well as the Cauſe, 
| in our ſearching after the true Notion of a 
Martyr. go” WTR 
The Cauſe for which St. Stephen was call- 
| ed a Martyr, is intimated in my Text it ſelf, 
1 where the Apoſtle faith, And when the Blood 
1 of thy Martyr Stephen was ſhed. Iby Mar- 
yr, that is, Chriſt's, to whom he ſpake the 
Words. And wholoever is not Chriſt's Mar- 
tyr as he was, is no Martyr at all in the O- 
ptnion of true Chriſtians. For a Martyr in 
the Chriſtian Notion of the Word, is one 
that Suffers only upon the Account of Chr ſt, 
10 as to Teſtifie by his Sufferings the Truth 
and Excellency of that Doctrine and Diſci- 
pline which Chriſt in his Holy Goſpel hath 
taught and delivered to Mankind. Such a a 
one may be properly {aid to be a Martyr, or 
| Witneſs for Griſt, becauſe it is for his ſake 
f only that he ſuffers ; According to what 
Mats Chrift himſelf laith, Bleſſed are ye when 
min ſhall revile you and perſecute you, and 
hall ſay all manner of evil againſt you _ 
or 
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or my ſake. And therefore when the Apo- 
ſtles were Perſecuted for Preaching the Go- 
{pel of Griſt, they looked upon themſelves 
as 1o far his Witneſſes to the World, and re- 48. 5. 
joyced that they were accounted worthy to 
ſuffer ſhame for his name. As St. Peter allo 
expreſſeth it, where he faith, I ye be re- 1 
proached -for the name of Chrift, happy are 
ye. i EN | 
But none can be truly ſaid to Suffer for 
the ſake, or for the name of Chriſt, but they 
who ſincerely Profeſs, and patiently ſuffer 
for that Religion which he hath revealed to 
the World. Either for the whole, as the 
Apoſtles did, or elſe for ſome eſſential Part 
of it : 1n Defence of fome Fundamental Ar- 
ticle of the Faith which he hath taught, 
or elſe in Obedience to ſome of thoſe necel- 
ſary Commandments that he hath given us. 
As many of the Primitive Chriſtians Suffer- 
ed Death, rather than they would Sacrifice 
or Burn Incenſe to Idols, becauſe that was 
lainly contrary to the Precepts of the Chri- 
ian Religion. And therefore they were 
properly Martyrs for Chriſt. And lo were 
they in Queen Mary's Days, who choſe to 
Suffer Death, rather than Worſhip Images, 
Pray to Saints Departed, or do any thing 
. B 2 that 
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ſuch are ſo far Witneſſes for Griſt, and do 


that was contrary to the Doctrine or Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel. | 
For whoſoever thus reſolutely Contends 
for the Faith which was once delivered to the 
Saints, ſo as to {et himſelf in good earneſt 
to Believe and Obey the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
whatſoever it coſts him, and patiently un- 
dergoes any Puniſhment, and Death it ſelf, 
rather than defiy the Faith, or break any of 
the Commandments of Chrzft ; ſuch a one 
doth thereby moſt effectually declare and 
teſtifie to the World, that he is fully per- 
{waded in his Judgment and Conſcience, 
that whatſoever Chrift ſaid, is really true 
and whatſoever he commanded is really juſt 
and good, and neceflary to be obſerved, 
and therefore ſuch a one is properly _ 
Martyr, and ought to be eſteemed as ſuch: 
From whence we may likewiſe oblerve, 
what Suffering is neceſſary to the making a 
Martyr: nothing leſs than Death. I do 
not deny but that they who Suffer in their 
Names, Bodies or Eſtates, ſo as to be re- 
proached, impriſoned, baniſhed, ſtript of 
all they have, maimed in their Bodies, tor- 
tured upon Wracks, and the like, and all 
for the ſake of Chrift, and his Religion, 


him 
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him great Service, for which they will have 
a proportionable reward. But ſuch are not 
properly called Martyrs, but Confeſſors; the 
Title of Martyrs having been always ap- 
propriated to thoſe who actually ſuffer ſome 
kind of Death for Chriſt, as St. Stephen did. 
And how much ſoever any Suffered, unleſs 
it came at laſt to a violent Death, we do 
not find that their Memories were publick- 
ly Celebrated, as the Martyrs were. 
But whatſoever kind of Death any un- 
derwent for Chrzft's ſake, it always Enti- 
tled them to the Name and Crown of Mar- 
22 As what Death was there, but 
ome of the Apoſtles or Primitive Chri- 
ſtians underwent it? Some were Stoned 


s 


2 
ſome Hanged upon Gibbets, ſome Cruciſied, 
ſome Burnt, ſome Flead Alive, ſome were 
Beaten to Death with Clubs, ſome had their 
Entrails taken out, ſome. had their Fleſh 
torn off with Pincers, ſome were thrown 
into the Sea, and ſome to Wild Beaſts, ſome 
were Starved to Death, andy others had 


their Limbs plucked aſunder with Horſes, 


or Branches of Trees diſtorted. In ſhort, 
there is ſcarce any ſort of violent and cru- 
el Death, that the wit and malice of Men 
or Devils could invent, but ſome of the 
1 Ancient 
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Ancient Chriſtians Suffered it for their 
Maſter's Sake; One of the mildeſt was 
Beheading. Thus Died St. James, the A- 
poſtle, and Juſtin Martyr; thus Died St. 
Cyprian, and many other, who had their 
Heads Chop'd off, as St. John the Baptiſt's 
was ; and thus Died King CHARLES 
the Martyr, whole Memory we this Day 
Celebrate. | | $25.5 
We may call Him a Martyr, for he is ſo 
called by the King, and the Three Eſtates of 
the Realm in Parliament, as well as by the 
whole Church of England in Convocation 
Aſſembled : For 1n the Kalendar before our 
Common Prayer Book, over againſt this Day 
is ſet, King Charles Martyr : And in the 
Table of certain Solemn Days for which 
particular Services are Appointed, the Thir- 
tieth of January is laid to be, The Day of 
the Martyrdom of King Charles the Firſt : 
And in the Service it ſelf, He is called, 
Our late Martyred Sovereign: And, God's 
Bleſſed Martyr. Wherefore having ſuch a 
cloud of Witneſſes for it, we cannot doubt 
but that He was a Martyr : For none can 
deny that, without Arraigning the Wiſdom 
and Piety both of our Church and Nation: 
But howſoever, it may not be amiſs if we 
briefly 
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briefly Conſider how He came to be ſo. 
And the Caſe, in ſhort, was this; 


The grand Adverſary of Mankind, the 


Devil, having ever fince the Reformation 
been Plotting and contriving to Undermine 
and ſo to Overthrow the Church of Chriſt 
Eſtabliſhed among us, ſometimes by Papiſts, 
at other times by Sectaries, and ſtill failing 


in his Attempts upon it, at laſt he uſed this 


Stratagem: He by his Emiſſaries poſſeſſed 
the People with an Opinion, falſe as him- 
{elf, that the Church was not yet fufficient- 
ly Reformed, not pure enough: And that 
there was no way to Reform it throughly, 
but by Deſtroying the Diſcipline and Go- 
vernment of it by Biſhops : As well know- 
ing that if this was once effected, his work 


would be done: For then all manner 


of Hereſy and Errour, Schiſm and Sedi- 
tion, Profaneſs, Immorality, and Atheiſm 


it lelf would come in of courle. As we 


find it did by woful experience. 

But although he inſinuated this abſurd 
conceit into ſome unwary People, ſuch e- 
ſpecially as God: had given up to vile affe- 
ctions, and had ſent them ſtrong deluſions 


that they ſhould believe a Lye, yet there 


were many in the Nation that would ne- 
( ver 
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ver hearken to ſuch a falſe Suggeſtion; E- 
{pecially the King himſelf, being a Man of 
more than ordinary Learning and Piety, 
He was ſo far above the reach of ſuch 


Temptations, that He would never hearken 


to any Propoſals of that nature; whereupon 
the old Serpent inſinuated himſelf” ſo far 
into a great part of the Nation, as to ftir 
them up to join in an unnatural War againſt 


their Prince; hoping by that means to bring 


him into ſuch ſtraits, that He muſt either 
conſent to the Deſtruction of the Church, 


or loſe his Life. And he hoped now to 


make good that Maxim, which failed him 
before in 70s Caſe, Skin for ſkin, and all 
that a man hath will he give for his life. 
And his Policy ſo far prevailed, that the 
King was reduced to ſuch ſtraits, that he 
mult part either with his Religion or his 
F 1 bY 
For his Rebellions Subjects having got 
Him into their Hands, demanded of Him 
to Conſent to the Selling and Alienating 
the Revenues of the Church, and to the A- 
boliſhing and laying aſide the Government 
of it by Biſhops, as now by Law Eſtabli- 
ſhed, according to the Inſtitution of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles. And if He would not 
1% * conſent 
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conſent" to ch destruction of the Church. 
according to thoſe: propoſitions, He wald 
erpect no other but to be deſtroyed Him- 
ſelf. A fad Dilemma. But the 850d King 
bore: up undet it with that Courage as be- 
came a Chriſtian, and One who Would ra- 
ther Sacrifice his Life than his 55 
to them: For when theſe ambmg vther 
poſitions were ſent to Him, he confu 00 
not with Fleſh and Blood, but made this 
folemn Vow and Refolution, ſtill extant” in 
his Meditations, u 5 this See) ＋ will ne- Ex Ba 
ver, frithche, cb oy 


ent to more than Reaſon, nt. 

9e, Honour and Religion 175 erſwade me 4 

to be for God's Glory, the Church's Good, 

my Peoples "Welfare, and 7 my own Peace. = 

moſt Chriſtian Reſolution, hich He firict 

ly performed to the laſt. 
And therefore ig the Meſſage which He 4 

ſent from the, Ie of Wight to the Mem- | 

bers at Weſtminſter, He told them plainly, _ | 

that as to the fbelicking of e e 

and Biſhops, He could not Conſent to it, 

as He Was 4 Chriſtian and a King „ Kurt 5 

a Chriſtian, being ſatisfied in by 2 — 

that this Order was placed in the Chirc 

* the Apoſtles themſelves, and that ever 
nce that time, it had continued in all Chri-. 

. a ſtian 
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ö ſtiau Churches throughout the World, till 
5 this laſt Century of Tears. And in this Church 
| ix all times of Change and Reformation it had 
Been upbeld by the wiſdom Eg Bis Anceſtors, 
as the great preſerver of dottrme, diſciple 
and order in the Service of God. Next, as 
a King, at his Coronation, that he had not 
| only taken a 7 olemn Oath, but that himſelf 
4 and his Predeceſſors in their Confirmation 
1 of the great Charter, had mſeparably woven 
the Rights of the Church mto the Liberties 
of tbe reſt of the Subjects, And as to the 
Alienation of the Church Lands, He told 
oa. them, that He could not conſent to that, 
Y 4% it being a Sin of the higheſt Sacrilege. 
% From whence it appears, that He was ful- 
4 ly convinced in his Judgment and Conſci- 
ence, that He could not. Conſent to. what 
was demanded of him without robbing God, 
and forſwearing himſelf. And therefore 
in his Divine Meditations, he breaks forth 
babe into this remarkable Expreſſion, How can 
148. any, Man that wiſheth not my danmat1on, 
perſwade me at once to ſo notorious and 


combined Suns of Sacrilege and Perqury.. 
fl Now conſidering that his not conſenting 
it to the Deſtruction of Chrzſt's Church, Eſta- 
bliſhed in his Kingdom, and to the Aliena- 

75 tlon 


— _____—_—_ 


9 
,' 


we 


—_ 


before the Hou SE of PrERS. & 9 


tion of the Revenues belonging to it, was the 
great cauſe wherefore he ſuffered: And con- 
{idering that the reaſon why He could not 
conſent to thole Propoſitions, was, becauſe 
He would not tranſgreſs Chriſt's Laws, nor 
diſhonour his Holy Name and his Religion, 
by thoſe horrid Sins of Sacrilege and Perju- 
ry: Hence it is plain and manifeſt, that it 
. was not his — Chrift's Cauſe in which 
He ſuffered, and that He Dying for that 
Cauſe did thereby moſt clearly demonſtrate 
to the World, that. He preferred the Chri- 
ſtian Religion before his own Life, and choſe. 
rather to ſuffer Death than to deſtroy the 
Covernment which Chriſt. had ſettled in his 
Church, or take away the Revenues which 
were given to his Service, or to Forſwear 
Himſelf contrary to his Laws. And by ne- 
ceſſary conlequence, that He was in a pro- 
Per ſenſe, ; his. Martyr, as St. Stephen 18 = 
laid; or. orgs ore 88 
From hence we may ſee into ſome of the 
Grounds upon which King CHARLES 
was ſo ſolemnly, declared a Martyr, and a 
ſtanding Law made for the Anniverſary Ob- 
ſervation. of the Day on which he Suffered. 
It is in Obedience to that Law that we are 
now Aſſembled upon this Day. And there- 
l C4 fore 
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fore it may be proper to conſider how it 


ought to be obſerved. 


If King CHARLES had Died in the 
Communion of the Church of Rome, and 
had Suffered Martyrdom for that, as He did 
for the Church of England, He would have 
been Canonized long ago by the Pope, and 
would have had Religious Worſhip perform- 
ed to Him ever after, at leaſt upon this Day. 


But we have not ſo learned Chreft. But as 


the Church of Smyrna in the Martyrdom of 
Poiycarp, contemporary With the ge; 


faith, Chriſt we worſhip as the Son of Go 


2 „ ok as 
And as for Martyrs, his Diſciples and fol. 
lowers, we deſervedly love and honour them 


for their eminent kmadneſs to our Lord and 


Maſter, deſiring to be their Companions and 
Fellow-Diſciples. Thus did the Primitive, 
and thus doth our, Church Celebrate the 
Memories of the Martyrs : Nat by Praying 
or performing to them any fort of Worſhip, 


that is due only to God: But by praifing 


God tor them, and Praying to Him, that 
we may be ſuch as they were. But there 
being ſomething particular in this which is 
not in the Days of other Martyrs, it is re- 
quiſite that there be ſomething particular 
alſo in the Obſervation of it. 

1 3 What 
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What that is we may. beſt learn from 
the Act or Statute that was made for it. 
Wherein the Lords and Commons in Parlia- 
ment Aſſembled, ay to the King, We do 
hereby renounce, abommate, and proteſt a- 
gainſt, that impious Fact, the execrable Mur- 

der, and — unparallelled Treaſon commit. 
ted againſt the Sacred Perſon and Life'of 
our Late Sovereign, Tour Majeſty's Moſt 
| Royal Father, and all Proceedings tendmg 
thoneunto. And therefore they afterwards 
delire that it may be Enacted, and it was 
accordingly Enacted, That Every Ihirtieth 
Day o/ ſanuary, unleſs it falls out upon the 
Lord SMDay, and then the next Day follow- 
mg, hall he for ever hereafter foe apart to 
be "kept and obſerved in all Churches and 
Chapels of theſe Tour Majeſty's Kimgdoms, 
&c, as an Anniverſary Day of Fuſting and 
Humeliation, 10 _—_ the Mercy of God, 
that neither the Guilt of that Sacred and 
Innocent Blood, nor thoſe other Sms by 
which God was provoked to deliver up both 
Us and our Ming into the Hands of cruel and 
unreaſonable Men, may at any time here- 
after be vifited upon us or our Poſterity.. - 

Where we may firſt obſerve, That they 
then Agreed and ſolemnly Declared, _ 

| tne 
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the putting King CHaRLes to Death, was 
Murder, an Execrable Murder. And fo 


ii certainly it was. Murder aggravated with 
. {uch diſmal Circumſtances, that our Ears 
may juſtly tingle, and our Hearts tremble, 


at the Hearing of it. A King Murdered 
A Pious, a Vertuous, a Moſt: Chriſtian 
King Murdered! CHARLES, King of 
Great- Britain, Murdered! Murdered by 
his own Subjects, by 1 For- 
mally, deliberately, publickly, Murdered in 
the Face of the Sun, before his own Royal 
Palace: and all becauſe he would not for- 
{wear himſelf, rob God, and deſtroy the 
Church which Griſt had committed to 
his Protection and Care. And all this too, 
I dread to ſpeak it, all this under the Pre- 
tence of Juſtice, and Religion; the Chri- 
ſtian, the Proteſtant Religion. Who can 
think of it, without Horrour and Deteſta- 
tion? None ſurely but ſuch, whoſe Hearts 
|: are as hard, as their's who did it. $3. 
| All other cannot but be touched to the 
N quick at each Remembrance of it, and 
would humble themſelves under the Al- 


mighty Hand of God for it, although there 
. was no Law to oblige them to it. Much 


more now, there 15 One. | A Law that re- 
| quires 


— * —ñ n „ 


. the Housz o of Pr EKS. 


73 


— — A") "WS - FLIRTY" 


quires that this, Day be kept every Year all 
25 Kingdom over, as a Day of Faſting and 
Humiliation, to Implore the Mercy of Go 
in the Pardon of that e Murder, 
and the other Sins whereby God was provo- 
ked to ſuffer that to be done, and to lay 
ſuch heavy Judgments as he then did upon 
the Nation, that the Guilt, thereof may 
be charged upon the People! of this Th 


which we accordingly do in the Form of 


Prayer appointed for this Day. And there 
fore I need not inſiſt upon it; but nb 
wiſh that the Confeſſions and Prayers which 
we make to God upon this mournful Occa- 
ſion, may all come from the Bottom f ou 0 
Hearts, and go up to Heaven accompan 
with ſuch Codly Sorrow - and Falch in 
Chrift, that for his ſake we may obtain. the 
Mercy we Pray for. —_— 
But ito. manifeſt; the Sincerit) Wy -- ur 
Grief and Sorrow for what was N22 0 done,; 
we muſt for the future abhor and avoid, 
not only all ſuch wicked Practices theme 
ſelves, but all Occaſions,of them. We muſt 
take heed that we be Not duced Into He- 
reſy, Schiſm or Sedition, neither run into 
Parties or Factions among our ſelves; nor 
in Any! 0 the Ways that commonly tend 
towards 
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towards them: ſuch eſpecially as led to the 
Martyrdom of King CHARLES, as they had 
before to that of St. Stephen. Of whom it 

a8. 6. is Written, that they: ſuborned men, which 

"12 ſaid, we have heard him ſpeak blaſphemous 

words againſt Moſes, and againſt God. And 

they flirred up the people, and the Elders, 
and the'Scribes againſt him. So it was here. 

Wicked and deſigning Men, the berter to 
cover and carry on their wicked Deſigns, 
contrived all the Ways they could to aſperſe 
the King as well as the Church, giving it 
out among the People, and making them 
believe that their Laws and Liberties were 
in Danger; and their Religion too. And 
it muſt be confeſſed, that the Tr ue Reh- 
gion Eſtabliſhed in the Kingdom, was 
then in Danger: But it was ſo from 
themſelves, not from the King, who did 
What he could to defend it; And to de- 
fend it from them. But howloever, by 
this means they ftirred up the people to 
rife in open Rebellion againſt their Sove- 
reign, which by ſeveral Steps and Degrees 
adyanced him at laſt to the Crown of Mar- 
tyrdom. From whence we ſhould all take 
warning, never to give Ear to any ill Re- 
ports that are ſpread abroad of the Go- 

vernment 
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vernment- under which we Live, nor enter- 
tain, much leſs diſperſe any groundleſs Fears 
and Jealoufies of the publick Adminiſtra- 
tion. For if Credulous People ſhould be once 
poſſeſſed with them, we know not how far 
they may run beyond the Bounds of Duty 
__ Allegiance, into Treaſon, Rebellion, 
and Murder it ſelf. 

It is the Duty of all Subjects, to be always 
ſubject to the higher Powers, not only for ron. 
wrath, but for conſcience ſake : to ſtudy to 
be quiet, and to mind every one his own Bu- 
{inels, leaving the Government of the Church 
and State, to thoſe to whom the Univerſal 

8 Governor of the World hath committed it : 
| And whatſoever happens, ſtill to continue 
ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in our Duty to God, 
and for his ſake, to thoſe which he hath ſet 
over us. For which Purpole it is very expe- 
porous and of great Ule, that this Day be re- 
igiouſly obſerved every Year, that People 
may be often put in mind both of the Great- 
nels of the Sin of Rebellion, and likewiſe of 
the dreadful Conſequences of it. Of which, 
we have but too ſad an Inſtance, in that 
which we this Day lament and mourn for. 

But in the midſt of our Lamentation and 

Mourning, we muſt remember alſo to give 
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T hanks to God a for his ſpecial Grace and Fa- 


vour to our Late Martyred Soverezgn, and in 
him to this whole Kingdom. Particularly for 
the manifold Graces and Vertues, that ſhined 
ſo glorioufly in him both all his Life and at 
his Death. When he Forgave and Prayed for 
his very Murderers, as the firſt Martyr did, 
after the Divine Example of r te Re- 
deemer. But theſe Things are ſo well known, 
and ſo well expreſſed in the Service for the 
Day, that I need not enlarge upon them. 
That which ought more ſpecially to be ob- 
ſerved, is, the wonderful Providence of God, 
in making this Martyred Prince and his Fa- 
mily the great Inſtruments of Defending, 
Refloring, Delivering and Upholding our 


Happy Conſtitution in Church as well as 


State. He himſelf both Lived and Died in 
the Defence of it. When, for the Sins of the 
Nation, it was broken in pieces, fo that ſcarce 
any one Part of it was viſible among us for 
tome Years, God lent the Bleſſed Martyr's 
Son to Reftore it. His Daughter's Son to De- 
liver it when it was again in extreme Danger: 
And then His other Son's Daughter, Our 
Moſt Gracious SoveRE1GN, to keep it as 
he left it, in Peace and Safety. Whom we 
have therefore infinite Cauſe to Praiſe _ 

or, 
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for, and to Love and Honour, as deing a 
Branch of that Royal Stock that was cut 
down for Supporting Our Church: Much 


more as Inheriting his Vertues as well as 


Kingdoms: As in other * ſo in relati- 
on alſo to Our Church: She being as conſtant 


an Attendant at the Daily Prayers, as fre- 


quent a Communicant at the Altar, as ſtrict 
an Oblerver of the Orders, and as much con- 


cerned for the Peace and Welfare of it, as 


her Grand-father, of Ever Bleſſed Memory, 
was. To which we may add Her Royal 
Bounty for the Augmentation of the Main- 
tenance of the Poorer Clergy, in which She 
_ exceeds all that went before her. From all 
which we may well Conclude, that although 
our Church be always in Danger from the 
many Enemies wherewith 1t 1s encompaſled, 
yet we have no Cauſe to fear, but that by 
| God's Grace and Bleſſing upon Her Majeſty's 
Care and Conduct, ſhe will Preſerve, Defend 
and Uphold it, in Spight of all the Powers 
of Hell „through the whole Courſe of Her 
Reign : Which I heartily wiſh may be the 
Longeſt that ever any King or Queen Reigned 
in this or any other Kingdom upon Earth. 
But how long ſoever it ſhall be, there will 


be a Time for Her to Leave Her Earthly 
D 2 Crown 
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Crown for one in Heaven. And whether it 


will pleaſe God that She ſhall leave it to the 


Iſſue of her own Royal Body, He only 


knows. But this we know, that He of his 


great Goodnels hath ſtill in Reſerve a Nume- 
rous Offfpring of his Martyr's Royal Siſter, 


in the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, every 
way qualified to Succeed, if there ſhould be 
Occaſion. And we mult acknowledge it to 
be a great Happineſs, to have always one of 
that Royal Family to Reign over us, which 
hath hitherto been ſo great a Bleſſing to this 
Church and Kingdom, and we hope will ever 
be ſo to the End of the World. hn 
Among the many great Bleſſings that we 
have received from thence, One of the moſt 
remarkable, and that which is the great Glo- 
ry of our Church, is, that ſo great a Prince 
gave {ſuch a Teſtimony to it, as was never 
given to any National Church beſides, and 
Sealed it with his own Blood, before many 
Thouſand Witneſſes which ſtood by, as Saul 
did at the Martyrdom of St. Stephen. 
There are none I ſuppoſe here preſent that 


flood by when King CHARLES was Murder- 
ed: And J hope none that ever conſented to 


it, but that we can truly lay, as the Lords 
and Commons did in the Act before-men- 
| tioned, 


ME 
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tioned, that We Renounce, Abommate, and 
Proteſt againſt that impious Facf. This is the 
leaſt we can do to Preſerve our ſelves from 
the Guilt of that Sacred and Innocent Blood. 
But that it may not only ceaſe to be a Curſe 
but alſo become a Bleſſing to us, we muſt 
now ſet an higher Value upon the Church 
for which it was ſhed, and labour more a- 
bundantly to Adorn it, as this Holy Martyr 
did, with Vertue and good Works. 
In the Firſt Ages of Chriſtianity it was 
obſerved, that the Blood of Martyrs was the 
Seed of the Church ; that whereby it In- 
creaſed and Multiplied. God grant that the 
Blood of this Royal Martyr may have the 
lame effect among us. That they who are 
not of our Communion, may be prevailed 
upon to come into it; and they who are, 
may be more Confirmed in it, by the Teſti- 
mony and Example of this great Monarch, 
who holding conſtant Communion with our 
Church, by God's Bleſſing upon the means 
there uſed, was, like St. Stephen, a Man full ag; 
of faith and of the Holy Ghoſt, ſo as to be a- 
ble to prefer his Duty to God, before all his 
Kingdoms and Dominions, his Liberty, and 
his Life too. This was to be a Chriftian, 
this was to be a Saint indeed. And ſuch we 
I | may 
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may all be, if we will but take the ſame 
courſe, as he did, for it, by keeping cloſe to 

the Communion of our Church in all points. 
For this was the great End, wherefore the 
Eternal Son of God Purchaſed to Himſelf an 
Univerſal Church with his own Blood, and 

by his Almighty Power ſtill continues it up- 

on Earth, that Men being fallen into a State 

of Sin, might there be Sancti fied, or made 
Holy again, to the Praiſe and Clory of God. 
For which end he hath Inſtituted in it ſeve- 

ral Offices, Sacraments, and other Ordinan- 

ces, to be the means whereby We may all 

Joh. 1. receive of his fulneſs, and grace for grace. 
Called therefore the means of grace. Towhich 


2 Pet. He hath alſo added exceeding great and pre- 


1. 4. 


cious Promiſes, that by theſe we might be 
x Pet. partakers of the Divinè Nature. Holy, as he 
15 who hath called us is holy in all manner o con- 
ver ſation. As many Thouſands have found 

by experience, who once were ſinful Mortals 
upon Earth, as we at preſent are, but now 
are glorified Saints in Heaven. But they were 
firſt made Saints upon Earth. And why may 
not we be made ſo, as well as they? We elpe- 
cially, who live in that part of the Holy Ca- 
tholick Church, where the foreſaid means of 
Grace are as regularly, as conftantly, and as 
power- 
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erfully Adminiſtred , to ſpeak with the 


whole Earth. So that 1t 1s our own Faults, 


and we muſt blame none but our felves for 


it, if we be not as great Saints as ever lived. 
For if we be not failing to our ſelves in the 


uſe, we cannot fail of the end of thoſe Holy 


Inſtitutions. 
Wherefore, Beloved in the Lord, let us 
now reſolve in the Name of Chr:ft, that we 


will no longer content our ſelves with the 


bare Profeflion of our Holy Religion, nor 
with doing only ſome things which our 
Church requires, nor yet with pretendin 

and talking high for it; but that we will 


do all we can, as this Bleſſed Martyr did, to 


live up to the height of it. Stedfaſtly be- 


lieving all that is there taught, and con- 
ſtantly exerciſing our ſelves in all, and every 
are there. 


one of the means of Grace, which a; 


- 


either adminiftred'or preſcribed, trafting al- 
ways in God for his Aſſiſtance and Bleflin 
upon what we do. And let us never think 
that we do all we ought, or as we ought to 
do it, till we find our Paſſions ſubdued, and 


our whole Man reſtored to a right frame and 


temper again: till our Hearts be wholly in- 


clined to God, and ſet to obey his Laws and 


tO 


eaſt, as in any place upon the Face of the 
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to do all ſuch good Works as he hath prepa- 

red for us to walk in: till, after the example 
of the Saints and Martyrs, and all the faith- 
ful Servants of the Moſt High God, we can 
live above this World, and have our Conver- 
{ation always in Heaven, where our Great 
Lord and Maſter 1s. Then we ſhall think 
nothing too great to do, nothing too much 
to ſuffer for his Sake. But if all the King- 

doms upon Earth were ours, we ſhould be 
willing and ready to part with them all at 
once, rather than deny any one Article of 
our Chriſtian Faith, or wilfully tranſgreſs a- 
ny one of thoſe Holy Commandments, which 


the Supreme Law-giver of the World hath 


Heb. 
12. 2. 


given us to obſerve: Looking unto Jeſus the 
Author and finiſher of our 7 who for the 


joy that was ſet before him, endured the 


croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is ſet down 
at fo 225 and 2 the throne = God: 
Where He is continually interceding for all 
thoſe who ſerve him faithfully upon Earth, 
that they may ever Live with Him in Hea- 


ven, with Him who Liveth and Reigneth 


with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, one God, 
Bleſſed for ever. 00 38 
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